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Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Tatarstan
Yelabuga State Historical-Architectural and Art Museum-Reserve
Department of VTOO (All-Russian Creative Public Organization
"Union of Artists of Russia") in the Republic of Tatarstan



Regulations of the XIII International Art Symposium
on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements"
Yelabuga, July 9-18, 2018


Modern Tatarstan is a dynamically developing region, a cultural center of the Volga region. The pearl in the very heart of Tatarstan is the ancient merchant city of Yelabuga, where throughout many centuries representatives of different peoples, differing in their traditions and way of life, live in full harmony. Tatarstan, and in particular Yelabuga with its rich historical and cultural heritage, has long ago become a center of attraction for numerous tourists from all over the world. They are attracted by the polyethnicity and polyconfessionality of the republic's population living in close ethno-cultural mutual influence and interpenetration of traditions.
Yelabuga is one of the few historical centers of the Republic of Tatarstan, rich in names of people known all over the world, a city that is actively developing nowadays. Yelabuga is the birthplace of the world-famous painter I. Shishkin. It is symbolic that Yelabuga, after almost a century, revives pictorial traditions and gathers on its land connoisseurs of art from different parts of Russia and even abroad. A large number of different art projects are being carried out in Yelabuga. The leading role in these processes is played by the Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve, which every year expands its sphere of activity, developing and realizing new projects.
The history of art symposiums begins in 2006, when the I All-Russian Practical Symposium on Contemporary Painting dedicated to the 175th anniversary of the birth of I.Shishkin and the 1000th anniversary of Yelabuga was held. Almost immediately the art symposiums acquired an ethnic orientation with the aim of preserving the historical memory, national identity and the development of interethnic cultural dialogue. Since 2010, the project has received international status.
Another interesting art project - "Yelabuga Triennial of Ex-libris", which took off in 2012, grew to the international level. In 2017 the next graphic forum "Yelabuga Biennale of Unique Drawing" was held.
In total, over 12 years, the Museum-Reserve held 20 art projects, in which 570 artists from 21 countries took part: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Hungary, Egypt, India, Kazakhstan, Canada, Kyrgyzstan, China, Russia, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, France, Czech Republic, Montenegro, Scotland (Great Britain). In total, they have created more than 1,000 works transferred to the collections of the Museum-Reserve for the replenishment of the Museum Fund of the Russian Federation.
 From 9 to 18 July 2018, Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve holds the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements". Its theme includes an artistic interpretation of folk games and amusements that reveal national traditions in the culture of different peoples. Participants of the symposium are asked to pay attention to: wedding and ceremonial games, traditional games-competitions, festive and children's games.
 The folk game is a unique phenomenon of universal human culture. Passing from generation to generation, folk games absorbed the best national traditions. With the game in the broad meaning of this word is connected the concept of a holiday, fun, and rest.
In games, people's living conditions, their way of life, ideas of honor and courage, the desire to show strength and dexterity, creative thinking and the desire for victory are vividly reflected.

Purpose of the symposium
The aim of the symposium is to promote interest in the cultural traditions of peoples as an important part of national identity in contemporary visual arts through the popularization of folk games and amusements in painting and graphics by modern Russian and foreign masters.
The result of the symposium will be the creation by its participants of works on a given theme with the obligatory subsequent transfers them to the funds of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve for the replenishment of the Museum Fund of the Russian Federation.

Symposium objectives
1. Arrangement of conditions for creative communication and exchange of experience of artists invited from different regions of Russia, countries of near and far abroad;
2. Arrangement of a platform for the realization of the creative abilities of artists with a view to maximal revelation of their intentions within the framework of the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk games and amusements";
3. Continuing the work on acquisition of the Funds of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve with the works of contemporary artists;
4. Formation of an exhibition of works of the participants of the XIII International Art Symposium and its further use as a mobile exhibition for the cities of the Russian Federation and foreign countries; 
5. Publication of the catalog of the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements".

Technical specifications
1. Within the framework of the symposium, participants must create 2 works. Creative works can be performed in the technique of painting (canvas, oil, acrylic), graphics (unique) in accordance with the theme of the symposium "Folk games and amusements".
Artists will be provided with ready-made canvases at their choice (60x80, 100x100, 100x120, 120x120 cm), paper (watercolor, paper). Paints, brushes, graphic materials and other necessary materials for the creation of works the participants should bring with them.
2. Participants of the project are given the opportunity to conduct their author's master classes for participants of the symposium and teachers of the Yelabuga College of Culture and Arts, art schools and higher art educational institutions of Yelabuga and Naberezhnye Chelny (upon preliminary agreement with the organizers).

Obligations of parties
1. Obligations of the organizers:
- provide an equipped room for the work of artists;
- prepare canvases, paper on the application of the participant;
- provide easels for work;
- provide accommodation in the hotel and three meals a day;
- to provide, if necessary, translation into English and German for foreign participants during the activities of the symposium program;
- organize and hold an exhibition in the Hall of Modern Art of the Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve after the symposium is over;
- reward all participants of the XIII International Art Symposium with diplomas and souvenirs;
- publish an album-catalog of works created during the XIII International Art Symposium, and donate one copy to each participant.
2. Obligations of participants:
- a participant who received an official invitation from the organizers, must confirm in writing its participation in the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements" (in electronic form);
- donate all the works created at the symposium to the Museum-Reserve funds and thereby transfer exclusive rights to the museum-reserve for further use, reproduction and publication of these works;
- provide information about yourself (application form) for publication on websites, catalogs, presentations and other information and advertising materials;
- have tools and consumables available (brushes, paints, graphic materials);
- have your own national costume for the opening ceremony of the exhibition;
- take personal part in the master classes organized within the framework of the program of the XIII International Art Symposium.

Special conditions
Only the members of the artistic and creative unions of the Russian Federation and far and near abroad can take part in the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements" (if there is an application form submitted on time and an official invitation from the organizers).
Only three novice artists can take part in the art symposium, in accordance with the decision of the Art Council (with a preview of 5-6 creative works in an electronic version).
In exceptional cases, the organizers reserve the right to take an absentee form of artist's participation in the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the topic "Folk games and amusements".
The participant has no right to demand any compensation or remuneration for participation in the exhibition and events organized under the program of the art symposium, as well as for exposing his works and / or for using in the catalogs, on sites and in information and promotional materials of the XIII International Art- symposium on contemporary art.

Information Support
All information about the event will be published on the site of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve www.elabuga.com.

Organizers of the symposium
- Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation;
- Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Tatarstan;
- Yelabuga State Historical-Architectural and Art Museum-Reserve;
- Branch of VTOO (All-Russian Creative Public Organization "Union of Artists of Russia") in the Republic of Tatarstan.

The author of the idea of the symposium
Gulzada Rudenko - the general director of Yelabuga State Historical, Architectural and Art Museum-Reserve, Honored Worker of Culture of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tatarstan, laureate of the RF Government's Culture Prize, member of the presidiums of the Union of Russian Museums and ICOM of Russia, deputy chairman of the Public Chamber of the Republic of Tatarstan, co-chairman of the Tatarstan Regional Branch of All-Russian public movement "Popular Front for Russia", adviser to the head of the Yelabuga municipal district for the development of tourism and the protection of the cultural heritage.


The curators of the symposium
Salavat Gilyazetdinov - Honored Artist of the Republic of Bashkortostan, a member of the Union of Artists of Russia.
Rabis Salyahov - Honored Artist of the Republic of Tatarstan, member of the Union of Artists of the Republic of Tatarstan.

Coordinator of the symposium
Gulnara Podnoskova - Head of the Exhibition Hall of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve.

Terms and conditions of the symposium
The XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements" will be held from 9 to 19 July 2018.
Arrival of participants - July 9, 2018.
Departure - July 18, 2018.
The grand opening of the exhibition of works of the participants of the XIII International Art Symposium will be held on July 17, 2018 in the Hall of Modern Art of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve.

Conditions for admission
1. Payment for accommodation and meals, provision of linens and paper, organization of the cultural program are made at the expense of the organizers;
2. Travel to Yelabuga and back - at the expense of the sending party or the participant's money;
3. Application form for participation (Appendix No. 1) is accepted until June 10, 2018 by e-mail address: elmuseumart@mail.ru. To the application form it is necessary to attach 4-5 photos with the author's works on different themes (in electronic form);
4. The applicants approved by the Art Council of the Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve will be officially invited to participate in the XIII International Art Symposium on Contemporary Art on the theme "Folk Games and Amusements".

Contact details:
423600 Gassara Street, 9, Yelabuga, Republic of Tatarstan.
Phone of Reception of Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve: +7(85557) 7-86-00.
Exhibition Hall of Yelabuga State Historical-
Architectural and Art Museum-Reserve:
Kazanskaya Street, 24, Yelabuga, Republic of Tatarstan
Tel., Fax of the Exhibition Hall: +7(85557) 7-89-38.
E-mail: elmuseumart@mail.ru.

Organizing Committee:
Gulnara Podnoskova - the head of the Exhibition Hall of the Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve; 
Elena Parshikova - Senior Researcher of the Exhibition Hall of the Yelabuga State Museum-Reserve, art critic.

How to reach us:
By plane from the international airports of Moscow (Domodedovo, Sheremetyevo and Vnukovo)
Moscow - Nizhnekamsk. Airport of arrival: Nizhnekamsk.
The journey time from the airport to Yelabuga is 40 minutes.

Railway stations (Republic of Tatarstan):
in Naberezhnye Chelny
Moscow - Naberezhnye Chelny (№112M Moscow - Krugloje Pole).
The journey time from the railway station to the city of Yelabuga is 20 minutes.
In Kazan
The distance to Yelabuga city is 200 km, the journey time is 3 hours.

Additional Information:
Railway stations (Udmurt Republic) in the city of Mozhga
The distance to the city of Yelabuga is 94 km, the journey time is 1 hour 30 minutes.
In the city of Izhevsk
The distance to the city of Yelabuga is 183 km, the journey time is 2 hours.

